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PAGE 01 LAGOS 11286 101546Z 

42 

ACTION AF-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-10 ISO-OO OIC-02 CG-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 INR-05 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 CEQ-01 

COA-Ol COME-OO EB-07 EPA-01 NSF-01 OES-03 FEAE-00 

ACDA-05 AEC-05 AGR-05 DOTE-OO FMC-01 INT-05 JUSE-00 

OMB-Ol CIEP-01 CEA-01 /117W 

013080 

R 101424Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7145 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 1 1286 


E.O.: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: POLOS, NI, UK 

SUB J : LOS: UK-NIGERIAN CONSULTATIONS 

1. IN SIDE TALK WITH I Y ALL A DURING VISIT OF JACKLING 

LOS TEAM (SEPTEL), BRITISH LEARNED MEA MAY TAKE PRIMARY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR LOS NEGOTIATIONS. ACCORDING TO IYALLA, 
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE HAS EXPRESSED UNHAPPINESS AT LEADING 
LOS NEGOTIATIONS WHICH BECOMING MORE POLITICAL AND HAS 
PROPOSED THAT MEA TAKE OVER RESPONSIBILITY. IYALLA DID 
NOT SAY WHETHER OR WHEN THIS TRANSFER MIGHT TAKE PLACE. 

2. COMMENT: PURPORTED MINISTRY OF JUSTICE DESIRE TO 
TRANSFER RESPONSIBILITY FOR LOS NEGOTIATIONS TO MEA 
COULD HAVE SERIOUS IMPACT ON NIGERIAN POSITIONS AT 
FORTHCOMING SESSION OF LOS CONFERENCE. IF CHANGEOVER IS 

IN FACT MADE, AND BEFORE GENEVA SESSION, THERE IS LIKELIHOOD 
NIGERIA WILL FOLLOW MORE POLITICAL RATHER THAN LEGAL APPROACH 
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DECISIONS. IN THIS EVENT, OGUNDERE, WHO PRESUMABLY SUGGESTED 
TRANSFER DUE TO HIS INCREASED RESPONSIBILITIES AS ACTING 
SOLICITOR GENERAL, IS STILL LIKELY TO BE ON NIGERIAN DELEGATION 
FOR GENEVA BUT WITH SOMEWHAT LESS FREEDOM OF ACTION THAN IN 
PAST. 

CROSBY 
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